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Now on Display 
in TP Tools 

Auto Museum

- Owner: Bob Zwicker - Canfield, OH 

- Builder: Bob Darney - using 
TP Tools Restoration Tools and 
Equipment

- Engine: ZZ427 V8/480 HP

- Transmission: Rossler 4L60E

- Rear End: Chevrolet 12 Bolt/3.73

- Suspension: Heidts 4-Link-Rear/
Subframe Front

- Wheels: Billet Specialties

- Brakes: Wilwood 6/4 Piston

- Paint: Bob Darney - using 
 TP Tools® HVLP Paint System

- Color: Blue My Mind 
 Candy Tri-Coat

- Design/Graphics: Matthew 
 Willoughby - New Middletown, OH

- Interior: John Miller - 
 New London, OH

- Exterior Features: Custom Paint 
& Graphics, Flush-Mount Glass, 
Smoothed Body, Flush-Mount Bum-
pers, Molded Spoiler & Vallance

- Under Hood Features: Smoothed 
Firewall, Handmade Inner Fender 
Wells, Handmade Steel Engine 
Cover, Smoothed and Painted Hood 
Underside

- Interior Features: Handmade 
Steel Dash, Center Console, Rear 
Package Tray & Door Trim. Custom 
Carbon Fiber Graphics with Soft 
Touch Paint, Handmade Leather 
Two-Tone Seats, Headliner, Floor, 
and Door Panels

Bob Darney began the project remov-
ing the interior, doors, windows, and 
front clip. Next, the engine and trans-
mission were removed. Before fur-
ther work was done, the Camaro was 
pressure washed to remove years of 
grease and grime. 

Darney's first step was to sandblast 
the underside of the Camaro down 
to bare metal. Once blasted, he could 
start his metal magic on the body and 
transform the Camaro back to factory 
condition. The original floor was sur-
prisingly in great condition, but most of 
the rear body needed attention.

Once clean, the body was removed 
from the front subframe and the rear 
end was removed. The body was then 
placed on its new home for the next 
several months, the rotisserie. Darney 
then inspected to see exactly what 
panels and parts would be needed.

Darney decided to replace the quar-
ter panels, inner wells, rear splash & 
taillight section, and trunk floor. Wow, 
that's basically half the body! No fear, 
Darney started cutting away, fitting, 
cutting, re-fitting, welding, and pound-
ing. Before you knew it, the Camaro 
came back to life with its new metal.

1969 "ZV427" 
Camaro
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After metal replacement, the rest of the 
body was sandblasted. The white metal 
finish from blasting is perfect for primer 
adhesion. Darney chose his favorite 
TRANSTAR® 2K "3-IN-1" Euro Primer. 
Its high-build characteristics are great 
when block sanding.

After fitting and assembling the front 
of the Camaro, it was sanded and pri-
mered. The Camaro was then lightly 
sprayed with Guide Coat Black and wet 
block sanded with 220, 320, then 400 grit 
sandpaper and Dura-Blocks®. 

Darney decided to make a few more 
body modifications to make the 69 stand 
out. A custom rear and front recessed 
bumper was fabricated, plus a modified 
lower rear roll pan with dual exhaust cut-
outs to match the billet taillights.

The Camaro was rolled into TP Tools 
paint booth to be sealed. Darney 
mixed some of the blue basecoat to 
the TRANSTAR® Euro Primer and then 
thinned. Two coats were applied with 
the TP Tools® Turbine. The tint helps the 
basecoat cover easier with less coats.

While Willoughby worked on graphics, 
Darney was busy installing the big 427 
V8 Chevy crate motor. A modest 480 HP 
attached to a 4L60E auto transmission 
was chosen to get the Camaro down the 
road. Plus, Zwicker's wife will be able to 
enjoy the Camaro also - she just has to 
find the keys! Can't wait to hear that car 
run ... nothing beats a big block!

No stopping now - metal magic to the res-
cue! A totally unique all-steel dash and 
center console was fabricated. The con-
sole runs from front to back to the rear 
package tray. Darney's shrinker/stretch-
er and experience was put to the test.

The new modern subframe was ready 
to be painted. Darney chose a flat finish 
on this and the rear subframe compo-
nents. The flat finish against the gloss 
finish under the vehicle will really stand 
out when bolted on the Camaro. The 
subframe is now ready for assembly. 

Now that the Camaro was sealed, Dar-
ney applied his blue basecoat mate-
rial. Again he used the TP Tools® HVLP 
Turbine Paint System, this time with 
1.0 mm gravity-fed spray gun. Next, a 
blue candy topcoat was applied over 
the basecoat and then 4 coats of Matrix 
42 Clearcoat was applied. Later, the car 
would be wet sanded and buffed.

After several months, the Camaro was 
back on its tires again. A set of wheels 
from a 70 Camaro were used for fitting 
purposes, prior to ordering the Billet 
Specialties custom rims. The Camaro 
was now ready for final tear down dis-
assembly before painting.

Darney contacted Matt Willoughby to air 
brush graphics on the 69. Matt designed 
a carbon fiber graphic on the hood that 
travels onto the dash, down the console, 
and out the back window onto the deck 
lid. The custom graphic is to be high-
lighted with orange pin striping, silver, 
and shadows - totally unique! The orange 
will later match the interior stitching. 

The TRANSTAR® primer was applied 
in three heavy coats with the TP Tools® 
HVLP Turbine Paint System. The gravi-
ty-type turbine gun with 1.8 mm nozzle 
set worked perfectly. The primer went 
on smooth, yet heavy - perfect for block 
sanding and filling minor imperfections.

Darney's next step was to assemble 
and fit the Camaro's front end and 
doors. Since new metal parts are easily 
available and cost effective, we chose 
to go with a new hood, doors, and front 
fenders. As usual, some modifications 
for proper fit were needed.
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The next time you’re in the area, be sure to stop and see the TP Tools 
Auto Museum. Many of the catalog-cover cars are housed in this building along 
with antiques and collectibles. While you’re here, be sure to visit TP Tools' antique-
decor tool showroom (open Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:00pm and Saturday 8:30-3:30) for the 
latest restoration tools and supplies for your project. Or see www.tptools.com.

Check out TP’s Old-Time Gas 
Station ... gas was only 17¢ a gallon!

TP Tools
Rt. 446 Replica Diner

Car Collection

Car Collection

Auto Collection

Auto Collection
TOOLS

7075 St Rt 446, 1 mi west of center of Canfield, OH on Rt 224 
www.tpcarcollection.com • 1-800-321-9260

Check for new arrivals and current restorations at: 
www.tpcarcollection.com or www.facebook.com/tptools 

Now 2 Buildings
Over 50 Cars 
on Display!

Auto Museum
FREE ADMISSION - OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM TO 3PM

Before assembly, all parts were wet sand-
ed with 1200, 1500, 2000, then 3000 grit 
wet sandpaper. Then Darney buffed the 
car with the Makita® Buffer and Meguiar's® 
Ultra-Cut Compound then Solo™ Cut 
& Cream. A variety of wool and foam 
pads were used to produce a wet finish.

Time for an interior. Darney found the 
right guy for the job - John Miller, Sullivan 
Upholstery in New London, OH. Darney 
and Zwicker wanted something smooth 
and modern for the car, yet functional 
and high end. John was eager and ready 
for the task. John suggested a charcoal 
leather to match the carbon fiber graph-
ics and a light gray to match the silver in 
the shadowing. 

The interior was next. TPM - Total Pro-
tection Mat was applied to the floor for 
heat and sound deadening. Darney's 
custom dash and console were installed 
along with a new trunk-mounted wiring 
harness, A/C, flush-mount radio, and 
Dakota Digital one-cluster gauge.

The interior is over the top! All hand-
made formed smooth floor and head-
liner covered in light gray leather. John 
custom-made the foam for the seats to 
create a modern clean look. Later they 
were covered with light gray and char-
coal leather. The two-tone look with or-
ange stitching matches the car graphics 
perfectly and stands out. The interior is 
just BAD! Great job John!

The final assembly was done. The car-
bon fiber graphics have orange and sil-
ver striping with air brushed shadows. 
They have to be seen in person to ap-
preciate. This is a one and only design! 
Plus, the blue candy topcoat makes the 
paint change colors in different lighting.

The ZV427 Pro Touring 69 Camaro is 
now on display in TP Tools' Auto Muse-
um. Stop by and see this 2-year resto-
ration/build using TP Tools Restoration 
Tools and Supplies, and see what your 
imagination can create. Thanks again 
Bob Darney for the hours put in, and this 
unique build. It's everything imaginable 
and more! Thanks Matt Willoughby for 
the awesome graphics! 
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